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Canucks forward Derek Dorsett retires because of neck
injury

Vancouver Canucks forward Derek Dorsett, a player known for his high energy physical play, has been told that
he shouldn’t play anymore because of health risks.

Dorsett. 30, is suffering from cervical disc herniation, and was evaluated by famed sports injury surgeon, Dr.
Robert Watkins.

"I'm devastated by the news,” Dorsett said in a retirement statement released by the team. “It will take a long
time for this to truly sink in. As hard as it was to hear, Dr. Watkins’ diagnosis is definitive. There is no grey area,

& \& 4 and it gives me clarity to move forward.”

‘L@% 4 /‘ Through the Canucks, Watkins said the herniation is “adjacent and separate” to his previous fusion. Watkins

had performed cervical disc surgery on Dorsett in 2016.
(Photo: Sergei Belski, USA TODAY
Sports) "Given his current condition and the long-term significant health risk, | advised Derek not to return to play,”

Watkins said.

With seven goals in the first 20 games, Dorsett was on a pace for his best NHL season. In his 515-game NHL career, the most goals he ever scored in a
season was 12.

"He’s an example of what you can accomplish if you persevere,” Vancouver general manager Jim Benning said.
Dorsett said he leaves the game proud of the way he played.

"What | can say for certain is that | left it all out on the ice,” Dorsett said. “I gave my heart and soul to the teams | played for and never backed down from
a challenge, including this one. It made me successful and a good teammate. Most of all | am truly honored and grateful to have lived the NHL dream.”
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